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National Day for Truth
September 30 is

and
Reconciliation

ARTICLES OF INTEREST
‘We need your solidarity’: What the Taliban takeover means for Afghanistan’s women and girls
What Women’s Advocacy Groups Worldwide Are Doing For Women In Afghanistan
The urgency to act on climate is surging in Canada
Do residential schools ever close?
‘Lead with compassion and love’: Chief Linda Debassige on women in First Nations governance
Telling Indigenous Women’s Stories–Why the Coverage Needs to Go Further
Ojibwe journalist Tanya Talaga to publish book on residential schools in 2023
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Election 2021

The Big Questions from
the Council of Canadians
INDIGENOUS RIGHTS

Canada is still colonizing Indigenous peoples and their ancestral territories. Canada is far from a state
of reconciliation—we are still collectively learning truths about the legacy of the Indian Residential
School system and the ongoing crisis of missing and murdered Indigenous relations. Indigenous-led
movements highlight the truth of Canada’s ongoing colonization and its impact on Indigenous communities, and they identify the actions we need to take to begin any form of honest reconciliation.
Below are questions that we urge you to ask your local candidates about their plans for addressing
systemic injustices that Indigenous peoples face in Canada.

1

Have you read the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission’s 94 Calls to Action?

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission conducted extensive hearings in Indigenous communities
across what is currently known as Canada from 2008–2015 and produced 94 Calls to Action for all
levels of government and settler society. These have become the leading resource for revealing the impact of violent colonization of Indigenous lands and peoples, and the pathway to reconciling after those
truths are revealed.
The commission produced numerous reports and resources to guide us down the long road to reconciliation. The 94 Calls to Action are the shortest summary of the outcomes of the commissions’ hearings. Politicians must read these recommendations as a necessary first step for any meaningful action
towards reconciliation.

2

What will you do to implement the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action?

The Calls to Action were collectively created by Indigenous peoples across the country after a sevenyear process of community gatherings, where people shared deeply painful stories about the impacts
of colonization and worked hard to determine specific things that needed to be done to right the many
wrongs of Canada’s ongoing colonial history.
It is critical that members of the next federal government commit to honouring these calls. However,
an analysis by the Yellowhead Institute showed that, as of 2020, only eight Calls to Action had been
implemented. Politicians must pair their commitment to reconciliation with a concrete plan to address
the legacy and ongoing impacts of colonization.
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3

How will you act on the calls for justice from the
National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls?

The National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls compiled stories of trauma and survival from more than 2,380 family members, survivors of violence, experts, and Indigenous
Knowledge Keepers. It delivered 231 individual Calls for Justice. Among them was a call to implement
a National Action Plan to address violence against Indigenous women, girls, and 2SLGBTQI+ people,
and another to immediately take all necessary measures to prevent, investigate, punish, and compensate for violence against Indigenous women, girls, and 2SLGBTQI+ people.
The federal government released a plan of action two years after the release of the National Inquiry’s
report. But according to Indigenous women leaders and advocates, that plan falls short of the comprehensive, system-wide, inter-governmental responses that are needed to end genocide.

4

What will you do to ensure the federal government
provides adequate support for Indian Residential
School survivors?

The unmarked graves of children found at residential schools this year is the first time many have been
confronted with what Indigenous communities have always known—and what was stated in the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission’s report summary: these were schools “in name only…created for the
purpose of separating Aboriginal children from their families, in order to minimize and weaken family
ties and cultural linkages, and to indoctrinate children into a new culture.” In the words of Canada’s first
prime minister, John A. MacDonald, they attempted to “kill the Indian in the child.”
The last of these schools closed in 1996, and the trauma experienced in these institutions is felt
through generations of Indigenous families and communities. The federal government, meanwhile, is
fighting to avoid having to compensate Indigenous children who were ripped away from their homes
because of a chronically underfunded child welfare system. Nearly 15,000 children in foster care are
Indigenous—more than 50 per cent of kids in the system.
By international definitions, Canada has committed genocide against Indigenous peoples, and our governments must stop hiding this truth from the public.

5

What will you do to educate the public about the
legacy of Indian Residential Schools and ensure an
Indigenous-led process of public commemoration?

Five of the 94 Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s recommendations specifically call on the federal
government and churches to tell the truth about the children who were killed in residential schools,
make documentation about their deaths and burial sites available to families and the broader public,
and enable Indigenous communities to lead the process of revealing gravesites and documentation.
While more and more grave sites are revealed and the public reckons with this news in a new way, the
federal government has an important role to play in driving honest public education about the ongoing
impact of residential schools—including the role that the federal government itself played alongside
churches in creating and operating these institutions.
canadians.org
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Women

Indigenous

July was an exceptional month for
Indigenous women, starting with the
appointment of Mary Simon, an Inuk
from northern Quebec, as Canada’s
first Indigenous governor general. While
many are touting this appointment as
symbolic and asking for more measureable
and meaningful changes in Indigenous
communities, it is still quite significant that
and Indigenous woman has been appointed.

RoseAnne Archibald of the Taykwa Tagamou
Nation in Ontario emerged as the first
woman to become national chief of the
Assembly of First Nations, the country’s
largest Indigenous organization, after
several rounds of balloting which occurred
over a two day period.

Rising!

Mary Simon, an Inuk from
northern Quebec and the
new governor general.

RoseAnne Archibald

Indigenous women

of note include:

Elsie Marie Knott
Elsie Marie Knott was the first woman Chief of a First Nation (Curve Lake) in
1954. Her most noted work was fighting to preserve the Ojibwe language.
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Nora Bernard
Nora Bernard was a Mi’kmaq activist who fought for compensation for
residential school survivors. As a child Bernard spent five years in the
Shubenacadie Indian Residential School, which drove her to bring a lawsuit
against the government for the mistreatment she experienced there. In the
school, Bernard defended her siblings and other children when she saw them
being treated badly and would be beaten for her efforts.
In 1995, Bernard founded an organization that represented survivors of
Shubenacadie. Their class action suit soon became known across the country
and other groups and associations joined them, forming one national lawsuit.
Bernard wasn’t able to see the outcome of all of her hard work. In 2007, not
long after thousands of survivors were to be sent compensation cheques, she
was killed by her grandson.

Mary Two-Axe Earley
Mary Two-Axe Earley was a Mohawk woman born on the Kahnawake
reserve in Quebec. At the age of 18 she moved to New York City where
she met Edward Earley, an Irish-American who she eventually married. But
her marriage meant that she lost her Indian status and could not longer
live on her home reserve or participate in the life of her community. But
Two-Axe Earley wouldn’t stand for this. She began to advocate for the
rights of Indigenous women and for changes to the Indian Act. In 1968 she
established the Equal Rights for Indian Women association, a provincial
organization that fought for these changes. In spite of push back from many
sides (even from male First Nations leaders who feared letting women
marry non-Indians would erode their culture) and through hardships like
the death of her husband, Two-Axe Earley continued to push on. In 1985
Parliament passed Bill C-31, which amended the Indian Act, removing the
discriminatory measure that took away women’s Indian status and also
restored status to thousands of First Nations women. Two-Axe Earley was
the first woman to regain her Indian status.

Angela Sidney
Angela Sidney was a Tagish woman who spent much of her life preserving
the stories of her people. She enjoyed hearing these old stories from her
parents and other relatives and to ensure Tagish dances, stories and
language continued, she began to teach these traditions to children. She
assisted linguists and anthropologists with research to keep the Tagish
language alive and was involved in recording oral history and publishing
books that contained songs, stories and Tagish place names.
In 1986, Sidney became the first woman from the Yukon to receive the
Order of Canada for her important work preserving Tagish language and
culture.
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Mikak
Mikak was born in Labrador and played an important role in creating friendly
relations between European traders and Inuit people. She is believed to be the
first Inuk to have travelled to Europe and back to North America (others who
made the voyage to Europe died from diseases like smallpox before returning)
and is one the earliest Inuit to be mentioned in historical documents.

Kenojuak Ashevak
Kenojuak Ashevak was born on the southern coast of Baffin Island and
became one of the first Inuit women from Cape Dorset to draw, later
becoming a notable and celebrated artist. She used a number of different
tools to create art including graphite, felt tip pens, coloured pencils, paints
watercolours and acrylics. She also created soapstone carvings and stonecut
prints. Ashevak is considered by many to be the most renowned Inuit artist
ever. Her work has been on Canadian stamps and coins and her prints
Enchanted Owl and Rabbit Eating Seaweed have become recognized pieces
of art.

Jean Cuthand Goodwill
Jean Cuthand Goodwill was a Cree woman from the Little Pine First
Nation, and was the first Indigenous person in Saskatchewan and one
of the first in Canada to become a registered nurse. When Goodwill
was young she contracted tuberculosis and spent a lot of time in and
around hospitals and medical workers, which influenced her to become
a nurse. In the earlier part of her career, Goodwill worked in rural
Saskatchewan and also Bermuda, focusing on helping people in need.
Goodwill’s interest in political and community issues grew when
she returned to Canada. She helped found the Aboriginal Nurses
Association of Canada and served as its president from 1983 to 1990.
She was the first Indigenous women to serve as a special advisor to
the minister of National Health and Welfare in the federal government
and also worked with the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development. She taught at the University of Regina, was a Canadian
Public Health Association board member and was served a term as
president of the Canadian Society for Circumpolar Health.

For more incredible Indigenous women please read:
Indigenous Firsts: 14 Indigenous Women to Know on National Indigenous Peoples Day
Learning from Canada’s Aboriginal Women Leaders
6 incredible Indigenous women every Canadian should know
Meet 10 Indigenous women who are making the world a better place
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Why Afghan women need us to pay attention to
what is happening in Afghanistan right now
Afghanistan has been at war for over 40 years with women and girls feeling most of the effects of this war. When
the Taliban regime took over Afghanistan in the late nineties, women’s rights were deeply affected due to the
regime’s intensely misogynistic views. While in power, the Taliban had no problem rejecting women and girls access
to employment, education, freedom of movement, health care. Women were also routinely subject to violence,
including execution by stoning.
In March of 2021, under Trump, a peace deal between the US and the Taliban was brokered and it has been
significantly controversial and there are incredible risks to women’s hard fought rights as this deal has been
realized. Right now, there are a higher rate of women in powerful positions in Afghanistan, in fact, “Afghanistan’s
parliament has a higher percentage of women than does the US Congress” says Heather Barr, Human Rights
Watch Women’s Division, and all of that is threatened as the Taliban takes power.
The US says that during this transfer of power, women’s rights, among other things, should be resolved internally,
by the Afghan government. Unfortunately for women, the government has thus been reluctant to include women
at the decision making tables. That coupled with the extreme misogyny of the Taliban regime, creates a desperate
situation for Afghanistan’s women and girls. Even until recently, the Taliban continues to target and attack girls’
schools and deny women their basic human rights and the notion of gender equality.
Ms. Barr states that “Feminists have continually argued that there should be no negotiations with the Taliban—a
group that refused to recognize women’s full humanity.” Canada, along with other nations who have publicly
denounced the Taliban “government” must stand with the women and girls of Afghanistan to fight against the loss of
any rights for women and girls. This is a very dangerous and frightening time for the women and girls of Afghanistan
and we must not be silent in the wake of this terrorist regime taking control.

What Women’s Advocacy Groups Worldwide
Are Doing For Women In Afghanistan

Learn More

To donate to women in
Afghanistan

(Canadian Women For Women in Afghanistan)
cw4wafghan.ca

canadahelps.org

